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The foliowing hicks from a paper 
printed in South America, i is as singu- 
lar us it is worthy of our attention — 
coming as it does, from a country so 
very lately overrun with priceteraft 
and superetition. . The article was 
translated for, and published i in one of 
the daily papers of this eity. 


[Fyom the “ Echo of the Andes” of the 4th 
of February, 1829.} 
NORTH AMERICA, 

“We have, until to day, refrained from 
noticing the journey of the President to 
Quincy, that we might not be suspected 
of doing so through the influence of par- 
ty motives; but,as even his declared friends 
have cast on him a considerable degree of 
reprobation, we hope we shall escape the 
charge of sinister designs when we express 
our opinion unreservedly. If, therefore, 
the question were asked, whether we ap- 
prove of his prosecuting his journey on 
Sunday, we would answer plainly, and 
without qualification—NVo. He ought to 
have been the last man in the nation to 
furnish an example so opposed to morality 
and good order.” 

if any thing were capable of surpri- 
sing us at the present day, then, cer- 
tainly, it would be that which has been 
just perused by our readers: because 
we do not believe there can be any 
thing more irreconcilable with inste- 
pendent freedom—with generous libe- 

rality—with every noble seutiment of 
republicanism, than the principles and 
feelings which are there exhibited. 
The reader should know that the ex- 
tract is translated from the Journal of 
Commerce of 28th August last, a peri- 
odical published in the city of New 
York, in the U. 8. of N. America, and 
has allusion to the President of that 
Republic continuing a journey, which 
it appears he was then making, on 

Sunday y. Our surprise is caused by 
finding sentiments like those, lssuing 
VoL. Xs a 


PIULADELPHIA, AUGUST, 1829. 



















from the press of a cout which we 
have always looked on as: farther ad- 
vanced than any other in the career 


of civilization, for which reason,-we 


which we © 


fess, it was the last : 
expected were’ to sent forth 
ideas so antiquated, so illiberal, so pal- 


pably at variance with reason, with 
liberty, with the dignified “ march of 
principles;” and we have been, more ~ 
forcibly than evel 

















lately with freq 
that at this da 
world seem 





he illustyious citizen done, 
that it d be necessary for the edi- 
tor of a public print, liable to be ac- 
fiost unworthy motives, 
shim with censure and 
ing, absolutely. We 

now not what. ilibera!l notions and 
arbitrary customs m 
been introduced “i ty in that 
“« Eden of the World ;” but we know 
that it is only in accordance with all 
rational principles—with th a- 
son, of man’s political independence 
and natural rights, that one man should 
uot be permitted to watch the pri 


conduct or pry 10 he religiot e ee 
nions of his neighbour, in orde Mee ss: 


drag bim, without any other law ha 
that of caprice or his own malice, be- 
fore the tribunal ofthe" public, there to 
denounce him, upbraid him, and arbi- 
trarily arrogate to himself to prescribe 
to him what should pete proper line 
of his duty. = 

What is it to or of a news- 
paper, in a where we have 
been taught the greatest freedom of 
opinion was once tolerated, whether 
the President, or other fellow citizen, 
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ride, or walk, or sleep, on a Sunday; 
whether he go abroad or remain with- 
in; whether he attend mass three times 
or twenty times a day? Were we ask- 
ed what might have been the occupa- 
tion of the Editor of the Journal, on 
the Sunday on which his godliness was 
offended, we would probably answer, 
that, in our opinion, his heart was per- 
haps much less godlily inclined—his 
mind employed in a much more repre- 
hensible manner, than was that of the 
illustrious object of his officious cen- 
sures. We will not stop here to at- 
tempt a definition of what is Liberty; 
but, to our thinking, the pretension 
on the part of one man to the right of 
dictating to, and enforcing his opinions 
on another, a ribing to him the 
ought to regu- 
is the most in- 
t can well be 
conceived. ple of the 
‘first Republic”’ c talk of h- 
berty while these are the principles 
that are taking root among them—let 
them undeceive themselvestlet them 


know that they are bowing togan op- 
pression of the most odious that 
of priestly influence and & fa- 


naticism. Strange, strange! that those 
who have hitherto led us in the career 
of civilization and free principles, should 
exhibit such evident tokens of a mersion 



















into that very gulf, from which the Ca- |! 


tholic#republics are just beginning to 
see the light of day, and to congratu- 
late themselves on the glimmering 
prospect of an emancipation from the 
shackles of religious superstition. The 
people of the United States were the 
ast, the very last, whom we had ex- 
pected to find at this day entrammelled 
with the dark.notions of barbarous 
ages, and upholding doctrines which, 
though in days of yore they might 
have been admitted as indispensable 
to keep the vulgar in awe of a despotic 
priesthood—in this enlightened epoch 
ought to be exploded from all civilized 
nations, as themere trappingsof Priest- 
craft and Superstition. 
(This article should be eatensively copied. | 
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[From ihe Mechanics’ Free Press.) | 
THE MEETING OF FREEMEN. 


Messrs. Editors,—The extract in 


you paper of the 6th instant, givi 
an account of a Meeting of F rere 

held in Heidelburg township, can 
fail to be interesting to all persons whe. __ 
are friends of true religion, and of the — 
civil and religious rights of our citizens, 
The time has arrived, when it price | 

duty of Freemen to awake from their 
slumbers of seeming security, and to” 
guard the“rights of conscience,” which — 
if once lost, are lost forever. It was 
while man slept that the enemy rk 

and sowed tares: and it is from the pre- 
_% 
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valence of the sentiment, that eh 
and state can never be united in 
country, that the most danger is tobe — 
apprehended, as being the most likely 
to lull suspicion, and of course to 
vent the use of the only means calew- 
lated to defeat, or counteract this great 
evil. The meeting above referred to, 
has given us an example worthy of 
emulation; and which, if universally. 
followed, would prove the most effee- 
‘tual method of opposing sinister de 
‘signs. Itis to be found in their fifth ~ 
lresolution. ‘ Resolved that hereafter 
lwe will receive no preacher into our 
congregation, who is an adherent or 
| supporter of any Theological Semina- 
ry, of the Sunday School Union, or the 
Bible, Missionary, Tract, or any other 
sinilar Socicties, because we sincerely 
believe those institutions have been tm 
troduced for no other purpose than to 
collect large sums of money, which is 
to be applied towards erecting an & 
fluence and power of the clergy ovet 
the people, and consequently may even- \ 
tually lead to the destruction of our 
civil and religious liberties.” 
This strikes the evil at the rook. 
once take away their monied resources” 
irom under their control, and their 
high salaries, splendid churches, 
dignified titles will inevitabjy fall to- 
gether one general mass of ruin, 
pure religion, divested of all the trap- 
pings of designing men, will appear * 
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all its native beauty and simplicity. 
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Can it be possible, with the History ) Judas, who, ‘ for thirty pieces of silver, 
of France, Spain, and other countries || sold his Lord and Master. 


before our eyes, that we Can believe 


‘‘ But, says an opponent, ‘you ex- 


religion is to be promoted by a wealthy |jpress much sympathy for mankind in 


clergy? and does not every impartial 
man see that the numerous monied 
schemes called religious, will, if suffi- 





general, and at the same time abuse 


the clergy unmercifully!’ If it be ‘abuse 
to dismount a fellow, who should set 


ciently patronized, result in a wealthy || himself on the shoulder of his neigh- 


Give to a wealthy clergy the 


clergy? 


aid of civil power, to enforce their pe- }} him day and ni, 
euliar views of religion, and the old || We conceive 


bor, and in that unfeeling manner ride 


,’ then are we guilty. 
we should not do the 


arguments (bonds and imprisonments) || rider in this case any injustice, by set- 


will soon be resorted to. 


ting him on his own legs. ‘ All men 


Purity of motive is best tested where |] are equal,’ and when one attempts to 


our interests are concerned. If the 
faithful and indefatigable Paul, I have 
coveted no man’s silver or gold, &c.; 
then we might judge more favourably 
of their motives. But their peculiar 
interests are essentially blended with 
all their schemes. We are therefore 
called upon, as we value civil and re- 
ligious liberty, to be on our guard, as 
it is far better to prevent an evil, than 
to apply a remedy. A Mecnanic. 


clergy of our day could say with the | 





[From the Maine Baptist Herald.} 
“PRIESTCRAFT EXPOSED.” 
The editor of a paper with the above 
title, printed at Lockport, N. Y. in closing 


the first volume of his publication makes 
the following remarks: 


“If we have injured the cause of 
virtue and true religion, it has been 
wholly without intention. Without vir- 
fue, man is miserable indeed, and con- 
vinced of its vast importance it has been 
our aim to uphold and protect an up- 
right and honest life, in preference to 
a profession of useless opinions, or the 
practice ofidle ceremonies. The hy- 
pocrite we have endeavoured not to 
spare. Is not that man an arrant hy- 
pocrite, who declares himself possessed 
of the power of + di ing the word 
of life’—of*‘ showing the path to hea- 
ven’—and yet refuses to guide his 
brethren in that sure way, unless they 
unloose to him their purse strings? By 
his own showing, he is an unfeeling 
wretch, or a knavish hypocrite! and as 





néarly alfied to Jesus Christ, as wae 
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ride another, he should find no fault — 
if he were violently dismounted.” 


[From the Star in the West.} 


DR. ELY AND THE PRESBY-- 
TERIANS. 
It appears that we have been unne- 
cessarily alarmed at the notion that 
Dr. Ely and his friends were trying to 
establish Presbyterianism by law. 
doctor and his friends have positively 
declared that they have no such inten- 
tion. Nay! the doctor himself would 
take up his musket and fight like a 
hero before he would suffer any such 
thing. And he has fourteen hundred 
clergymen at his command, who would. 
take up their goose quills and fight by 
his side, if necessary. All that these 
innocent lambs of Christ would wish 
to do, if they had it in their power, 
would be “ to form a Christian party 
in politics—rule all elections, and suf- 
fer no one to be elected to any office 
in the government but a sound Pres- 
byterian.’’ Now, dear me, what har 
could that do? Would it not 2a 
great deal of trouble and vexation, in 
petitioning the government to stop the 
mailon the Sabbath, regulating stages, 
canal boats, &c. &c. This you know 
would not be uniting church and state; 
it would only be making a Presbyteri- 
an church out of the United States, 
with Dr. Ely at its head, as the Po 
is head of the church of Rome; for 
the doctor tells us he has the Presby- 
terian clergy at his command; and 
you know that the Presbyterian cler- 
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ted his lords and nobles to partake of 
a banquet, in the midst of his glee ob- 


Lt: 


—————— 
ay rule the church; and if all the offi- 
cers in the United States were sound 
Presbyterians, the Presbyterians would 
rule the United States, the clergy would 
rule the Presbyterians, and Dr, Ely has 
the clergy at his command. ‘This puts 
us in mind of the ancedote of the young | 
Italian prince:—The king huving invi- 








served to his guests, this boy rules all 
Italy! How so, said one of the guests: 
Why, said the king, the boy rules his 
mother, his mother rules me, and I 
rule all Italy. “This state of things 
would please the doctor and his friends 
much better than to unite church and 
state. Those ef us who could not be 
reconciled to such a church, could do! 
as the Anabaptists in Holland—fiy to’ 
England. We could only be bung aud| 
gibbeted there. We would ask, are 
not our Presbyterians ashamed of their 
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The Same measures Were put in train 
all over the state, and numerous com- 
mittees scoured the country in every 
direction, with instructions to call on 
every family for contributions to sup- 
ply the destitute and needy with the 
Bible. The money obtained under this 
plausible and popular pretext, was un 
doubtedly very great; but in all proba- 
bility will never be known, as we can- 
not learn that any report was ever made _ 
or is likely to be made, unless this no- 
tice or the voice of the public compels» 
them to make some kind of a report, 
As yet, the Voice of the public, we be- ~ 
lieve, has never lisped a sylluble onthe | 
subject; for many are becoming soac- 7 
customed to have these stratagems “s 
practised on them that they expect he © 
thing else, and knowing of no remedy, 
they submit as an ox accustomed to 
the yoke. i 
But to proceed—In the winding up 
of the business, some Bibles were taken 
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duplicity? We will not say hypocrisy. 


ANOTHER PROJECT FOR OB- 
TAINING MONEY, 

At a late meeting of the American 

Bible Society at New York, a resolu- 

tion was passed to supply all the desti- 








round, at least in this city, to sell, net 
to give away, unless the person plead 7 
the most abject poverty, so much so wy? 
indeed, as not to be able to advance 
even the smallest sum towards the pay- _ 
ment of it. On such terms the Bible 





tute families in the United States with 
Bibles within the space of two years, 
provided they should “be willing to 
purchase or receive them,” and “ pro- 
VIDED MEANS BE FURNISHED by auxili- 
aries and benevolent individuals ig sea- 
son to enable the Board of Managers 
to carry this resolution into effect.” 
We presume this will turn out to be 
much such another trick played off on 
the people as the resolution of the Bi- 
_ ble Society in this place about a year 
and a half since, to supply all the des- 
titute families in the state with a copy 
of the Scriptures. After passing this 
resolution, committees were appointed 
for all the wards of the city and sur- 
rounding districts to call on the eitizens 
for contributious to carry the resolu- 
tion into effect. The number of indi- 
viduals belonging to these several com- 
mittees for the city and its suburbs 


was pretty safe in their hands, unless 
they got the full price for it. And 
what went with all the money the peo-— 
ple gave for supplying the poor with 
Bibles? One poor man who actually 
had no Bible and wanted one, was 80 
strongly urged for pay or part pay, 
that he declined having any thing at 
their hands, and intended to procure 
one by his own efforts from some other 
quarter, sooner than receive it from 
such a benevolent source. 
We now proceed to “ the great Re- 
solve,” (as it is called in the missiona- 
ry prints) of the great American Bible 
Society. Jt is thus set forth in the 
| Philadelphian, a Presbyterian paper 
printed in this city. ae 
a The Board of Managers of the Ame-— a 
rican Bible Society have issued their Cit- - 
cular Address to the friends of the Bible ? 
of every religious denomination, on the — 

























done, amounted to Opwards of 200, 
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ate vesolution to supply all the destitute —_ 
in the United States with the aS : 
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ble, in two years. The number of oa 
lies within our limits, is su 

about 2,000,000; of whom two-fifths sn 
supposed to be destitute. The estim 
expense of the books necessary to supply 
them is 480,000 dollars; averaging to eac 
auxiliary about 800 doHars. ‘The contri- 
butions of auxiliaries, must, however, vary 
according to their several ability, and these 
will also, doubtless, be much reduced by 
the subscriptions of liberal individuals. — 
One gentleman has already pledged him- 
self for 5000 dollars. We are happy to 
observe that the project meets with uni- 
versal approbation. We notice in a paper 
before us the following appeal from ‘A 
Minister’ in the country, to his [clerical] 
brethren, to come up with energy to the 
great work. 

“« The American Bible Society resolved, 
week before last, in the city of New York, 
to supply the United States with Bibles in 
two years. To do this, requires from each 
professor of religion, within the same li- 
mits, the sum of seventy-five cents afinu- 
ally, for two years—and this every profes- 
sor of religion will give, and more too, if 
you. lay the subject before them. A few 
days since I informed my church of this 
resolution, and I believe unanimously they 
rose and promisedto contribute each one 
his proportion, amd now they are send- 
ing in, every one, 75 cents or more, to 
fill the United States with Bibles. Will 
you in like manner lay the subject before 
your churches? If you take hold, the work 
ts done, and if not, you must bear the re- 
sponsibility. Dear Brethren, let no time 
be lost, but aid with your churches in this 
blessed object without delay.’ ” 


We find the following ‘in another 
part of the same paper:— 


‘* Agreeably to a notice from the Mana- 
gers of the American Bible Society, a 


meeting was held on Thursday evening | 


of last week, at the Masonic Hall, New 
York, for the purpose of taking measures 
to carry into effect the late resolution of 
the Society, to supply every destitute fa- 
mily in the United States with a copy of 
the Bible within two years. At an early 
hour the large hall was crowded with a 
highly nespectable audience.” We under- 
stand, that upwards of $7000 were sub- 
scribed to aid the noble object in view.” 


At this rate the Managers of the 
American Bible Society are in a fair 


ted States are ome itch ible 


3 ae 





ee . 





way to get a good supply of n . 
whether destitute families in i- 
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or not. 
be led by such manceuvring and 
ment, and how well: calculated such 














How is the Bible dishonor- 
e- 


things are to cause tens of thousands 
to reject the truths ¢ ed 
“made a 





Bible. The Bible is : 
means of drawing vast sums of lb. | 
ney from the pockets of the people to 
be placed at the disposal of ambitious 
priests and lordly men, the whole te- 
nor of whose life and conduct is in di- 
rect contrariety to all the requirements. 
and precepts found in the Bible. We 
shall conclude with an extract from 
some remarks made in reference to 
the resolution of the Bible Society in 
this city to supply all the destitute fa- 
milies in the state with Bibles, and 
which, perhaps, will apply with equal . 
fitness to the resolution of of the great 34 
mammoth establishment at New York, — 
to supply all the destitute families in” 
the United States. 


‘* This is a very plausible scheme for — 
making a fresh and general call on the 
public for cash, and in all probability 
there will be 50 dollars collected where 
one is expended for supplying destitute 
families with the Bible—if indeed there 
can be found one hurdred families in the 
state who have nota Bible. The cloven 
foot, in this very popular pretence of sup. _ 

slying destitute families with the Bible, 

ike every other scheme of the modern - 
priesthood, will discover itself more and 
more plainly as facts develop themselves, 
and in the end it will be seen that the 
chief actors have no higher motives than 
the scribes and pharisees of old—viz. to 
have glory of men, and promote their own. 
exaltation and ambitious views.” 


. * - 
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For the Reformer. 

[ learn from the public papers that ei A 

a meeting was lately held in New York 
to second the clergy in their resolution 
to supply every destitute family in the 
United States with a Bible within two 
years, and that a liberal sum was then 
subscribed to aid in carrying the reso- " 
lution into [ hope they will re- 
member the widow La, a poor woman, 
in Cape May, N. J. and that when they 
shall again give her a Bible, they will 
not returp and take it from fer, 


= ; 
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The history of this transaction, 
related to me by one residing in the 
neighbourhood, is th 
since, a theological 
sent to Cape May 
Bible among those who were desti- 
tute. He went to a house which was 
inhabited by two widows. ‘The one 
was the owner of the property; the 
other a poor person. He made a pre- 
sent of a Bible to each of them, which 
they received with thankfulness. He 
then proceeded to a neighbour, and 
told what great things he had done, 
(for they delight in publishing their 
good deeds.) The neighbour told him) 


asi} a former companion of his, who had 





that one of those widows was in easy| 
circumstances in life, and better able} 
than any in the neighbourhood to buy! 
a Bible. On hearing this, the bene- 
- yolent man became somewhat vexed. 
He returned, and first accosted the 
owner of the property and demanded 
the Bible he had given her, telling her 
she was able to buy onc. She told 
him she despised Indian gifts; he had 
' given her a Bible, and neither he nor 
any other person should have it. Find- 
| ing her thus resolute, he went into the 
other part of the house, and demand- 
ed the Bible he had given the poor 
widow. Ile so intimidated her, that 
she returned the Bible, saying, she 
would wiilingly pay for it if she had 
the money. 

_ IT would recommend them, the next 
time they send Bibles to the destitute 


been an apprentice to a blacksmith, 


is. Some time|} but who was too lazy to earn his liy. 
catechumen was|| ing by work of any kind, pass by daily 
to distribute the|| and habited like an idle gentleman. 


And on inquiring of him the cause of 
the sudden and fortunate change, was 
informed, for the first time, that the 
young man was preparing for the min- 
istry, in one of the theological semina- 
ries lately set up for manufacturing , 
priests. ' 

It was not long before young Bull 
felt moved to become a preacher like- 
wise, and managed his cards so well, 
that he soon exchanged his knife for 
the Bible, and the occupation of a but- 
cher for the genteeler one of a student 
of divinity! and finally, was ordained 
a “keeper of sheep,”’ as the ordaining 
priest pronounced him to be. A lady 
inquired whether | had been to see the 
ordination. Call you that ordination, 
madam? It surely must have been 
more like a farce, or one of Ovid's 
metamorphoses, What poor contempt- 
ible minds must they possess, who hope 
to improve their future prospects by 
listening to discourses from such mer- 
cenary instructors as these. 

JUVENAL. 


MAKING MORE PREACHERS. 


At the late anniversary of the Ameri 
can Education Society for manufacturing 
priests, held at Boston, the ‘* Rev.” Mr. 





in Cape May, that they send them by 
a Samaritan, and not by a Levite.— 
The destitute then may probably be 
| supplied without being affrighted or 
insulted, or having it to say that an 
‘agent of the Bible Society once pre- 
sented them with a Bible, but after- 
wards took it away. Cyr. 
For the Reformer. 
(Communicated from Virginia. ] 


Patton, from New York, we are told, re- 
marked to the following effect. We copy 
from one of their own prints. 


“Ife said various estimates had been 
made of the number of ministers new 
needed in the country; but he 
probably be not far out of the way, if 
he said 5000 among the different de- 
nominations. He showed that the pre- 
sent providence of God in bringing 9° 
many young men into his service by 
means of Sabbath Schools, Bible Class 


<—— 


| 








Rh a young sa butcher, 
HO, on account of his bigness and ob- 
pe had been nicknamed Bull by 
s companions, and who appeared t 
be contented with his lot, antil he at 





es and Revivals, seemed to point them 
out for the ministry—that a sufficient 
number of young men might be obtain- 
ed by selecting one from every by 
urse ! 


churches and supported in a co 
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education for $375,000. a year from || located upon this Island, and who have 
all, and less than $40 a year, from |jlately petitioned your honorable body 
each church. And as the Secretary 4 for an exemption of its members from 
could not visit all these churches and ||the ordinary services and duties of the 
collect the money and seek out the || citizens of this Territory, as jurors and 
proper young men in a hundred years, | militia; and also to exempt the proper- 
the only efficient course would be that || ty of the establishment from taxation. 
voluntary agents should go out from |The reasons that we understand to 
each county. As the world is of more ||have been urged, were, that it was a 














importance than a single congregation, |] religious and charitable institution, 
one choice Pastor from each county || had no concern in secular affairs. 


should leave his flock for three months 
and go out upon this business. In this 
way, lights would be lit up ali over the 
country, and when the present secre- 
tary shall have finished his labour, the 
Society would know where to look for 
another. He pledged himself for this 
work upon the authority of his people, 
whose consent had been previously ob- 
tained, and made a powerful appeal to 
the clergymen present to pursue a si- 
milar course.” 


Missionary Establishment at Michili- 





mackinac. 


Some time ago a correspondent at || County officers; al ‘ peta 
Michilimackinac wrote us as follows: | 29d exertions giving effect to the no- — 


* We have a mammoth Missionary 


and 
Your petitioners have been inform- 
ed that a law agrecably to the prayet 
of the petitioners has been passed by 
your honorable body. Your petition- 
ers further humbly show, that in all 
elections and other popular assem- 
blies, the members of the “ Mackinac 
Mission Famuly,”’ have been as active 
and prominent, and manifested as much 
interest as any other of our good ee 





(4 
zens: and recently, and since the pase 
sage of a law in their favour, have Ke 
ciously and impertinently interfered 
members and servants, some of them 









aliens, in voting on nominations 


and by die nals 


minations of officers obnoxious to ee sy 





establishment here, which, were the major part of the good people of this ~ t 


whole truth to be told of their prac- jj COUNtY- 


tices to make money and gain political 
influence, it would be regarded with 
great incredulity by many in the Atlan- 
tic states... We have since received 
a copy of a petition addressed to the 
Legislative Council of the Territory 
of Michigan, by which it will be seen 
that the missionary people there 
have busied themselves in other mat- 
ters besides the concerns of men’s 





souls. The petition, we learn, was 
signed by at least half the voters of 
the county, and reads as follows: 


To the Honorable Legislative Council 
of the Territory of Michigan. 
The petition of the undersigned in- 
habitants of the Island of Michilimack- 
inac, humbly showeth: 
That within three or four years past 
4 missionary establishment, called the 
“ Mackinac Mission Family,” has beén 
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The small amount of the permanent. 
population, and the great and inerea- 
sing number of the followers and re- 
tainers of the “ Mission Family,” ren- 
der it probable that they may soon 
entirely control its political affairs, and 
imperiously direct who shall and who 
shall not hold offices in the county. 

Inasmuch, therefore, as the mem- 
bers of the “* Mackinac Mission Fami- 
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ly’? have not the interest of other cite | 
zens in the election of officers, but 
will, as experience has proved, always 
support those who may best serve 
their peculiar interests, without re- 
gard to the qualifications of the can- 
didates, or, the general good—Your 
petitioners, therefore, pray that a law 
may be passed, preventing them from 
voting in all cases where the duties, 
services, and taxes from which they 
are exempt, Constitute the rights of 
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others of our good citizens, to exer- 
cise this first privilege of freemen, 
And as in duty bound, your petition- 
ers will ever pray, &c. 

Mackinac, Jan. 17, 1827. 


Our correspondent in writing to us 
observes— 


“The foregoing will serve to show 
you the commencement of the plans of 
aggrandizement of this particular soct- 
ety. They have been continued with 
great zeal and effect—it is now very 
wealthy. They have a new schooner 
upon the Lakes of the first class and 
one of a smaller size, and are now ac- 
tively engaged in commerce and me- 
chanical business—and by reason of 
the laws in their favor, they have very 
great advantages overall competitors.” 


Further details respecting this Mission- 
ary establishment are expected hereafter. 

{It appears from the following spirited 
Hand-bill, that the Farmers in the neigh- 
bourhood of Harrisburg are also getting 
wide awake to the encroachments and ar- 
rogant assumptions of the Clergy. It was 
sent to us in a printed form, accompanied 
by a request to give it a place in the Re- 
former. It seems already to have been 


this state, (distant 100 miles from this city) 
but we have no objections to sending a 
knowledge of it to other parts. } 


PRIESTCRAFT. 
“ O! Shame! Shame! Shame!” 
ON last Fair day, some hundred po- 
lite Handbills, (called anti-fair bills,) 
intended, no doubt to improve the mo- 
rals of the people, were issued by the 
REVEREND CLERGY of Harris- 


- -- 
ee 


As some may not have seen the 
handbill, we will here quote’ a few 
words from it-—“All who attend fairs, 
are Negroes and Negro Wenches, 
Whores and Whoremongers, Gam. 
blers, Drunkards, and ail such hind 
of people—No decent people would he 
seen there.’ —W hat are we to think of 
this!—We can assure them, that their . 
handbill, (of which every negro weneh 
would be ashamed,) has and will do 
more injury to the morals of the 
ple, in general, than the fair has ever 
done. Have not the REVEREND 
PRIESTS, in this respect, acted 
worse than the negro wenches, with 
whom they compare our country girls? 
They no doubt sent them to us, to 
show their superiority and high lear. 
ing to the country folks, who read 
them, however, with disgust, and view 
them, as they really are, the produc- 
tion of a corrupt and wicked priest 





extensively circulated near the capital of| 











burg, and a great number of them 


us, and prevent us from coming to 
town on fair days. Holding fairs is a 
custom not only established but enjoy- 
ed by our fathers and forefathers—and 
which we now by no means approve 
of, but will not suffer ourselves to be 
abused and slandered as we have been, 
without a cause. ae: | 


® 








were sent into the country to frighten| 








hood, who strive afier power and 
wealth under the mask of religion. 
Has the time already arrived, when 
they dare show their authority and 
power, and support their religion, even 
by vulgar and: slanderous language? 
And still they call themselves the fol- 
lowers of the meek and lowly Jesus, 
whose “ kingdom was not of this world, 
who had not where to lay his head,” 
and who taught his disciples to preach 
the gospel freely; which they however 
have converted into a private trade, to 
fill their own purses, and find knaves 
and fools enough who are always rea-_. 
dy and willing to subseribe to all thei 
dirty plans and schemes, to enable them 
to establish an ECCLESIASTICAL 
TYRANNY over us, and deprive us. 
of our dear bought liberties, \eft by out 
patriotic sires.. 

Verily, we live in a time, that if we_ 
don’t keep on our guard, nothing of 
our Civil and Religious Liberty will be » ” 
left but the name. Now we ask every 












candid man what his opinion is—if we. 
suiler such things, will our necks not. 
soon be bent under the yoke of tyran- 
ny? Will we not soon be a set of poor — 
iniserable prieat-ridden beings? Will 
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we not soon. have to share the fate of 
the poor Sandwich Islanders? who, 
(since they’ve been haunted by Priests) 
if they even attempt to kindle their fire 
on the Sabbath, are compelled to pay 
ONE DOLLAR fine! !—Heaven for- 
bid that such should ever be the fate 
of our yet free country! 


After they have swindled us of our 
money, by soliciting us to contribute 
for the support of Bible and Missiona- 
ry Societies, Theological Seminaries, 
Tract and other Societies, (for the pro- 
ynotion of superstition, &c.) they want 
to rule over us, publicly abuse us, and 
cry out infidel to every one who does 
not think as they do, or is opposed to 
their religious money-making trade.— 








They teach their followers to despise 
such as differ from them in their reli- 
gious opinions, as well as those who 
will not further their schemes by con- 
tributions or otherwise; and by this 
ineans create hatred among mankind; 
and this they call Christianity and 
preaching the Gospel! 


It is evident from observation, and 
can be satisfactorily proven, that all 
such institutions and societies, invent- 
ed and established by PRLESTS, are 
only intended to rob the poor and ig- 
norant of the proceeds of their indus- 
try; while they themselves live in lazi- 
ness, luxury and gluttony—and this 


they call * working in the vinevard of 


the Lord.”’°—This shows how fond 
they are of the mammon of this world, 
and how much they try to enrich them- 
selves from the sweat of the poor hus- 
bandman, 


We, therefore, recommend to all our 
neighbours, of every denomination, to 
take into consideration the corrupt 
state of Religion, cansed by a wicked 
and designing Priesthooc—to take 
measures accordingly—to hold meet- 
ings, some time after harvest, similar 
to those lately held in Lancaster and 
Berks counties—of which further no- 
tice shall be given, by _ 


MANY FARMERS. 
June 20, 1829. 








[Our readers will recollect some account 
in our June number of complaints made 
against Captain Blinn by the Missionaries 
whom he conveyed to the Sandwich Isl- 
ands. The following will serve as a sup- 
plement to that account. ] 


{From the Nantucket Inquirer.} 
CAPT. BLINN AND THE MIS- 
SIONARIES. — 

In relation to any disagreement or 
contention which effects the character 
of individuals, or serves to give a false 
coloring to facts in which the publie is 
concerned, it is the privilege, nay, it is” 
the duty of every journalist who ts pos- 
sessed of the means, to vindicate the 
innocent and injured. 

Many of our readers are acquainted 
with the facts touching the treatinent 
certain Missionaries are said to have 
received during their passage to the \ 
Sandwich Islands in the ship Parthian, 
commanded by R. D, Blinn. ‘The pa- 
per containing the complaints against > 
Capt. Blinn was published in January 
last, in the ** MissionarW Herald.” The 
charges against Capt. B. are, ** breach 
of contract, disregard of religious duty, 
and indecency towards clergymen and 
females.” Of these charges Capt. B. 
was ignorant till his late arrival at Bos-— 
ton from Canton; but which were by — 
him immediately refuted, and the refu- 
tation sanctioned by his officers and 
several others who were also eye Wit- 
nesses of Capt. B.’s conduct towards 
the Missionaries he carried out: and 
his justification has been published in 
many of the Boston papers. 

We learn from an intelligent ship 
master of this port, that he formed an 
acquaintance with Capt. Blinn at the 
Sandwich Islands, and had an oppor- 
tunity to learn many facts in relation 
to the treatment of Capt. B. towards 
his passengers; and he does not hesi- 





tate to aseribe to Capt. B. the unequi- 
vocal tribute of approbation and praise, 
for the honorable and gentlemanly dis- © 
charye of the important duties of his 
station—for hisrigid mo: 
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titude of deportinent, and 
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We copy the following from a paper on cows all their deeds of darkness be 
the side of priestcraft, as a specimen of brought to light, and the people see 
the spirit which is beginning extensively || the extent and iniquity of the spiritual 
te manifest itself in this country. traffic which is carried on in our coun. 
[From the Religious Monitor.) try, a stop would be put to the grogs 
Sabbath Mails.—This subject has |i delusion which is now drawing from 


produced a considerable excitement |\the pockets of the sincere, thousand 
in the community of late. We have || of dollars. 


neglected to notice it until this time, “ Norfolk, ( Va.) Feb. 19, 1829, 


that we might obtain something defi-|} « ayy Dear Friend—Before 1 write one 

nite in relation to it. And from what}! word more, [ must say that I design this 

has been said, pro and con, the follow- || communication to be entirely confidential, © 

ing facts appear to be established, viz. ||! understand that St. James’ Church is 
Ist. That the government of the Uni- "ow. separated from the nnited 

ted i “gfe erg pe iy Ma ate desirous of immediately calling a Rec. 
Od. Lhat the great mass oF the pe 


\tor. You, I believe, are one of the vestry; 
ple of the United States have lost all }\that you are one of the congregation, [ 


due sense of the authority of divine re- |j distinctly recollect. Now I write, to in- 
velation. quire of you, what prospect there 
+a: _, || be of my election, were proper 
For the truth of the first position, we .% , P 
- taken to b ame before the vestry’ 
refer the reader to the Report of Col. easy whip lye Avmae 


How far, you think, candidly, a man of 
Johnson of Ky., chairman of the com-|| my views, &c. would suit them? Whatis 


mittee to whom was referred these pe-|ithe contemplated salary? _ What is the 
titions, on the part of the senate, and |}»umber of families, and whet number of 
the unanimougjadoption of the report || Communicants in the parish’ And finally, 
by that body. We never have read a whether you could and would exert your- 

y ane ote self to bring the matter before them? You — 
wore plausible infidel production, nor 


know so well the state of things here, and 
one taore calculated to convince a peo- || how pleasantly | am situated, that need 


ple, already verging towards infidelity, || scarcely say, that Ido not think] ougi 

that they are under no obligation to ||" should be inclined to remove, 

obey the commandments of God. with a very decided prospect of increased 
For the truth of the second position, |usefulness. If without exciting Say ee 


. culty, | could be elected, and it is thought 
we refer to the genera! approbation || the situation a desirable one, and one which 


which has been bestowed upon Col. || presentsa large field of usefulness, it might 
Johnson’s Report. And, with the ex- || then be proper. Be pleased to give meal 























pti ‘odi the information you possess on this su 

ception of a few periodicals, profess- h you posses | 

| edly religious, .this approbation has I should be entirely unwilling that my name 
been universal. should be brought before the vestry as an 


applicant for the Rectorship. This I cal 
amen never permit. But if it be suggested t0 
[From Priesteraft Exposed. them, and they choose to invite me or givé 


CLERICAL FI NESSE. wil rae ae of oor wishes as 
It is not necessary to mention the || *'., JUSttyY my 8° medic 

manner in which we became possessed ‘hana, 1 keeaiiinds to cae the 

of the following copy of an original || business as you think of it. Requesti 

letter by a clergyman, (whose name we 


you, however, most unequivocally, not t9 
have) toa gentleman in Philadelphia. || Present the matter before them as an 


We can vouch for its correctness, [t|| Plication from me. “ . 
at once opens to view, the machinery With gros : Cape ae pe — an eet 
by which the religion of the country is}!tionately your friend and. sefvant "in th 
oe ae shows us, that there is gospel. H. W. D.” 
actually in the service a body of mer-|| ‘There are several points in this let 
chants, who plan, to work off their|| ter which are worth tar 84 irstly, 
commaditics to the best advantage. | it is confidential, Secondly, the peo 
ane 4 eS. 
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of St. James’ Church want a rector. 
Thirdly, what the prospect would be 
of the letter writer's succeeding, pro- 
vided proper measures were taken. 

‘ourthly, what is the contemplated 
SALARY!! This is the principal, and 
what else could induce the Rev. Gen- 
tleman to desert a “ pleasant situation” 
for one untried? Hypocrisy shows him-| 
self:—he cannot remove however, un- 
less the prospect is good “of increased 
usefulness!!”’ Is it not apparent, that 
an “increased” salary was his object? 
Ilowever, these men have a right to 
sell their dogmas to the highest bidder, 
but they have no right to call their 
transactions by a christian name. This 
is what we complain of—this is the in- 
iquity. 

[From the Maine Baptist Herald.) 

WITCHES. 

Professor Bohmer, at Gottingen, 
has published a very interesting and 
valuable work under the title of ** Ma- 
nual of the Literature of Criminal 
Law.” In this work we find the fol- 
lowing proof of the superstition and 
cruelty which prevailed in Hungary, 
with respect to Witches, in the first 
half of the last century. In a report 
from the Segedin, of 26th of July, 
1728, it is said, ** As several persons 
of both sexes have been lately thrown 
into prison here, they have not only 
been very strictly examined, but also 
* * * sentence was executed on 
them, they were first, according to the 
custom of this place, put to the proof; 
that is to say, they were let down into 
the water, with their hands bound, and 
a long rope fastened round their bo- 
dies; but, according to the manner of 
witches, they floated on the water like 
a piece of dry wood. After this, they 
were immediately put to the second 
proof, namely, laid in the scales, to see 
how heavy each was, upon which it.was | 








astonishing to behold that a tall and i 


robust woman weighed no more than 
three drams, and her husband, who 
Y!8 not of the smallest, only five drams, 
and the rest on an average only half! 


_ &n Ounce, three drams, and even less. 
t 








was executed on thirteen persons, 
namely, six sorcerers and seven witch- 
es, who were all burned alive. Among 
them the last year’s justice of the town, 
a man otherwise highly esteemed by 
every body, 82 years old, adorned the 
funeral pile!!! It is not to be described 
how dreadful this spectacie was to be- 
hold; three wood piles were erecied 
a league from the town, with a great 
stake fixed in the middle of each; to 
this stake four malefactors were bound 
with ropes upon each pile, and then a 
woman, who was not yet burned, was 
beheaded * * * * thereupon all 
the piles were kindled, and set in full 
flames at once. .* *°* * There 
are eight more still in prison: these 
have already been swam and weighed, 
sustain the ordeal for witches,” &c. 


ANOTHER MEETING OF FREEMER. 
[From the Mechanic’s Free Press.} 

At a meeting of the freemen of the 
township of Bristol, Philadelphia coun- 
ty, held pursuant to public notice, at the 
house of Jonathan Childs, in Branch- 
town, the 4th of July, 1829, to take 
into consideration the unbounded in- 
fluence and usurpations of the clergy, 

Joun Nice was called to the Chai 
and StrerpHen Wireman and § 
Witson, Esq. appointed Secretaries, 

The object of the meeting having 
been stated from the chair, it was re- 
solved that William Jackson, William 
Nice and Silas Wilson, Esq. be a com- 
mittee to draft a Preamble and Reso- 
lutions, expressive of the sense of this 
meeting, who, after retiring some time, 
reported the following— | 


PREAMBLE. 

Whereas, a wide-spreading and in; 
creasing enthusiasm, exists in our coun- 
try, resulting, as your committee be- 
lieves, in danger to our free institu- 


tions—And whereas, this fanatic ex- » 


citement was the desolating e 


of man at that period of European 


the 
J 
7 


history, when the Crusades e é 
of the earth i 





the frirest 
populati 





123 


— ———ay 
On the 20th of this month the sentence 





: ‘ + 
7 ~ 
> 





- 




























































124 








and fruitless expeditions to the Holy 
Land, and therefore we think calls at 
least for our attention as citizens of a 
country of liberty, anxious for our 
rights, and suspieious of the least in- 
novations. The causes of this state of 
things are to be found in the hosts of! 
missionary preachers that are dispatch- 
ed to all parts of the country, distribu- 
ting tracts and soliciting contributions 
on various plausible pretences—and 
the ignorant and weak-minded are thus 
seduced into error, and to give their 
money and personal influence to the nu- 
inerous imposing but specious schemes 
for the extension of religion: and thus 
is squdndered on Bible, missionary and 
tract societies, that which might be 
much better appropriated to feeding 
the hungry and clothing the naked. 
Your committee would regret to say 
any thing that could the most remotely 
interfere with the progress of religion, 
but they cannot conceive that true re- 
ligion is promoted by such means; but 
on the contrary, are fully persuaded 
that they tend only to aggrandize the 
clergy, a body of men who assume to 
be the directors of conscience, and 

arrogantly denounce those who pre- 

sume to think for themselves. It is 


believed that hundreds of thousands of 


dollars are annually extorted from the 
public, and expended by these thirsty 
advocates of Bible and missionary en- 
terprizes. Let us reflect for a moment 
on the extensive influence which can 
thus annually accumulate and com- 
mand such an immense sum. Let us 
look at those wealthy and formidable 
combinations of men, which consist in 
theological seminaries, and national 
Bible societies, and recollect the hor- 
rors that have invariably attended cle- 
rical usurpations. We say, let us ré- 
member these, and fear for the rapid 
increase of that influence which even 
now threatens to overwhelm us. Let 
us beware how we neglect the means 
to prevent any admixture of the church 
with the state affairs of this country. 
Your committee firmly believe, that a 
pre-eminence of the ecclestastical over 
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the civil authorities of the United State 
is impending, and that it calls for ou 
serious attention: they therefore re. 
commend the following resolutions te | 
the consideration of the meeting, 

Resolved, ‘That we consider religion 
to consist in the practice of christiay 
virtues, in the exercise of pati 
meekness, brotherly kindness, charity, 
&c. towards our fellows, and that no 
routine of church ceremories or church 
schemes, however important they may 
be deemed by the clergy and corrupt 
religionists of the day, can in any shape 
supersede them. 

Resolved, That in the Missionary, 
Sunday School Union, Tract, and 
ble schemes of the day, we 5 
nothing that can claim our reve 
or respect, as a weans for the 
sion of the religion of the New Testa- 
ment; on the contrary, we regard them 
as useless and dangerous institutions, 
burdensome to the poor, and, destruc- 
tive of the rights of civil society, having 
an inevitable tendency to extend and 
support the influence of the clergy, we 
view their present situation as to oum- 
bers, wealth, and power, with unm 
apprehension, and depreeate their fur 
ther encouragement, as the worst of 
evils. 

Resolved, That we contemplate with 
unspeakable disgust the unworthy a 
‘tilices that are practised by missionaty — 
collectors for the support of these it- 
stitutions, the ignorant are persuaded, ’ 
the fearful threatened, and even death 
beds haunted, and made miserable by 
these thirsty fanatics; and thus money 
is extorted from the rich and poor, and | 
our country drained of its available 
wealth, to be squandered either @ 
home on unprofitable religious institu 
tions, or expended in far countries! 
ridiculous attempts to convert ie 
then. | 2 

Resolved, That we highly approve 
of the admirable report of the c¢ 
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tee of the United States Senate, on 
subject of the Sunday Mails. We 
lieve it contains the true policy of. 
happy country in relation to reli 
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affirs, by pursuing which, we shall 
avoid the oppression and misery at- 
tending the intolerant and expensive 
church establishments of the European 
governments, and transmit to our chil- 
dren those happy and invaluable privi- 
leges of the rights of conscience and 
liberty of thought, unimpaired by time, 
and the encroachments of a corrupt 
and domineering clergy. 

Resolved, That as we sincerely be- 
lieve that missionary, Bible, and other 
similar societies, also the project of 
stopping the mail on Sunday, are but 
parts of an extensive scheme for the 
establishment of clerical domination, 
and that those engaged in them are 
either unsuspecting tools who have 
been deceived by the denunciations 
of missionary beggars, or designing 
knaves and fanatic priests, who in the 
opinion of your committee are seeking 
to involve this free and happy country 
in the horrors of an oppressive hierar- 
chy. Your committee have reason to 
believe priestcraft is using its utmost 
endeavours at the polls, we therefore 
will not support any candidate for any 
effice who is known to be favourable 
to their views, but will use our utmost 
efforts to promote the election of such 
officers, who are known to be friendly 
to the civil and religious rights of the 
people. 

‘esolved, That we approve of the 
design “and proeeedings of the late 
meetings in Berks and Lancaster coun- 
‘tes, and recommend to our fellow eiti- 
zens in all parts of the state, to adopt 


—_ 











For the Reformer. : 

‘When we take an impartial view of 
the popular religious movements of 
the day, we cannot avoid the conelu- 
sion, that instead of promoting the re- 
ligion which Christ came into the 
world to establish, they are in the — 
most effectual manner promoting the 
wealth and influence of the clergy. 
And the history of the church in for- 
mer times atiords irresistable evidence 
that whenever the clergy have become 
wealthy, and could exert their influ- 
ence in civil government, they have 
never, in a single instance, failed to 
enforce a compliance with their bype- 
critical schemes under certain penal- 
ties, such as the loss of liberty, pro- 
perty, and even life itself. 

But notwithstanding mankind in 
successive ages have become the 
dupes and vassals of the clergy, and 
time afier time have groaned beneath 
the insupportable weiglit of their op- 
pression; yet, strange to tell, their de- 
scendents, forgetful of the means by 
which clerical ascendency has ever 
been obtained, have been allured by 
the laudability held out to view, and — 
without scrutinizing the motives of 
the clergy (which can only be known 
by ascertaining how far their peculiar. 
interests are concerned in the plans— 
and schemes they recommend) they 
have zealously aided in carrying their - 
measures into eflect, until sad exper- 
‘ence alone bas taught them the real 
tendency of those measures. J. W. 















ainilar measures. 
Resolved, That William Logan Fish- 


be a committee of correspondence, with 
power to call a township meeting on 
the subject, when they may deem the 
same necessary. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of 
this meeting be published in all the 
public journals of the city of Philadel- 
phia, friendly to civil and religious li- 
herties. JOHN NICE, Chairman. 


Sizas Wireon, Esq. : 
Srreuesx artic, Perper see 





[From the Liverpool Mercury.) 
Sunday Mails.—Certain very zeal- 


er, William Jackson, and Silas Wilson, j}ous persons having lately petitioned. 


the American Congress to suppress 
the traveiling of the mails on the Sab- 
bath, the petitons were referred to a 
committee, whose report as givén in 
the American papers, is one of the 
most interesting and valuable docu- 
ments we ever perused. It is too con- 
nected to admit Of abridgement, and 
too long for present imsertion; but we 
shall publish every line of it, the ver 

t first: opportunity _ presents ‘it : 
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While our own Parliament are delibe- 
rating whether a third of the popula- 
tion of Great Britain, who are Catho- 
lies, shall, or shall not be admitted to 
a participation of the constitution, the 
American congress deny the right of 
a free state, to make any distinction in 
civil rights in consequence of religious 
tenets, or to interfere with men’s opi- 
nions at all. * What other nations call 
religious toleration,’’ say the commit- 
tee, “we call religious rights. ‘They 
are not exercised in virtue of govern- 
mental indulgence, but as rights of 
which government cannot deprive any 
portion of citizens, however small.” 





[From a late English paper.) 

Hovse or Commons, May 1.—Mr. 
Hobhouse obtained a committee to 
“inquire into the general operation 
and effect of the laws and usages un- 
der which select and other Vestries are 

constituted in England and Wales.” 
Some of the statistical statements 
were curious. The poor rates, church 
rates, and other funds under the ma- 
nagement of Vestries, amount to 12 
millions sterling yearly—[ 53,333,335 
dollars] a sum double the yearly re- 
venue of the United States, and more 
than the combined revenues of Spain, 
Portugal, Turin, and the two Sicilies. 
The amount of rates paid by the single 
parish of Mary-le-bone (173,0001. ) was 
twice the amount of the revenue of 
seven German duchies; and some of 
the other parishes paid an amount in 
yearly rates more than double the in- 
come of the Prince of Hesse Homburg, 
who was honoured with the hand of a 
daughter of the House of Brunswick. 
The expenditure of the rates was in 
some parishes exceedingly profuse, 
and approached the confines of pecu- 
lation. They of St. Paul’s, Covent 
Garden, would have spent from 202. 
to 601. on an occasional dinner; and 
out of their abundance, they once sanc- 
tioned the charge of 1152. [511 dol- 
lars] for burying a defunct Rector. 
They raised the rates from 2s. 6d. to 





3s 11d. In St. George’s, Westmin- 





ster, until ately, a pipe of Wine Was 


said to be drunk annually at the eop. 
munion service. The parish of i 
Church, Spitalfields, once paid 500, fo 
a pair of hinges. The Easter dinner 
of the Vestry of St. Martin’s in the 
Fields, varied from 51. to 601, "Thy 
charged yearly 332. 7s. 10d. for a Bj. 
ble and a Prayer Book, which the mr. 
tiring Churchwarden received asa pre. 
sent. Among others, was this etirion 
entry—* February 5, 1813, for a peti. 
tion against the Catholies, 52.” 

These are a sample of the case 
which Mr. Hobhouse adduced to sup. 
port his argument for a change of sys- 
tem. The consequence was—loud 
complaints on the part of the parish- 
ioners, and efforts to have 
tions made popular, so that a 
number of persons should not, } | 
control, be allowed to tax their fellow 
parishioners. 











































AN ARROGANT BEGGAR. 

A writer in the Phi ia Re 
corder, in speaking of the * calls for 
charity,” becomes quite warm and 
sensitive because people are not more 
willing to give their money for the be 
nevolent works of the day. After met- 
tioning among other objects for char 
ty, “ our College, Education, and Sur 
day School Societies, Theological 
minaries, Bible and Tract Societies 
the building of churches and suppott 
of ministers and missionaries,” he says. 


“Between one or other of these claims 
nearly every active and wealthy citizs 
will receive a call for charity at least once 
a week, if not oftener, It is time for thet 
to decide what they will do. will t 
deliberately shut themselves out from 
st coal human and christian arias 
a ve to give nothing oo 
them be shut oa sphe 
christian influences—they and the 
dren, and suffer for a time the heath 
curse of utter selfishness, till they 
brought to a better mind. they sigr 
and insult the agents of . 
whenever called upon tc 
abundance? Then let them 
name of gentlemen, and o 
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motives and benevolent intentions. It is 
difficult to see how the courtesies of gen- 
tlemen or the duties of christians can be 
discharged in this age of benevolence, 
without reducing charity to a system, and 
making up the mind to the kind and 
amount of benefactions, at least as accu- 
rately as any other item of annual ex- 
pense. Christian—the question is put to 
you, what have you given the last year, 
to Him who hath given all to you? [What 
impiety to pretend what is given to cor- 
rupt priests and their schemes, is given to 
God.] Have you given the whole surplus- 
age beyond what your wants and duties 
have required of your regular income? 
Have you so denied yourself [for the 
priest] as to give a tenth at least of your 
narrow income.” 


The priesthood are becoming more 
bold and arrogant in their demands, 
and all they want is power to coerce 
people into a compliance with their 
requirements, and to take from them 
at least one tenth of all their earnings. 


A CORRUPT PRIESTHOOD. 

The want of belief in the truth of chris- 
tianity, which is beginning more and more 
to discover itself in this country, is to be 
ascribed to the corrupt and mercenary 
conduct of the modern priesthood. For 
while the priesthood of this day profess to 
be the friends and ambassadors of Christ, 
the whole tenor of their lives and prac- 
tices is in direct contrariety to his exam- 
ple and precepts, and they are total stran- 
gers to the spirit of the gospel. Need we 
then wonder that those who look upon the 
conduct of modern priests to determine 
with respect to the truth of christianity, 
should conclude that if such conduct be 
christianity it could never emanate from 
a righteous and holy Being? 

Thus, while our corrupt, pompous and 
avaricious priests are professedly engaged 
in spreading the gospel, and are making 
a great outcry against infidelity, they are 
themselves the greatest promoters of infi- 
delity of any people in the land; and un- 
less they reform their manners and con- 
duct, and act with more sincerity and in- 
tegrity, it is greatly to be feared they will 
as effectually destroy christianity in this 
country, as a corrupt pricsthood some 
years since didin France. Says the edi- 
tor of the Marietta ( Pa.) Pioneer: 

“it was the insolent and domineering 
Manne¢rs, the corrupt practices, and the 
aristocratic and tyran conduct of the 

. ich preduce@ al the atheism 
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and infidelity attendant on the French 
Revolution, and should the same causes 
spring up among us, they will certainl 
produce the same effects. Let then all 
appearance of such aristocracy in our re- 
ligionists, be met at once with a prompt 
and firm expression of disapprobation, by 
every lover of christianity and liberty.” 


In agreement with the above, is the fol- 
lowing extract from a work printed a quar- 
ter of a century ago. 


‘“if there never had been a deistieal 
writer, the superstitious hypocrisy, impla- 
cable acrimony, and guilty pretensions of 
many of the supposed votaries of revela- 
tion, both laymen and reverend men, are 
sufficient to prove a dangerous stumbling 
block to such as are not experimentally 
acquainted with the intrinsic excellency 
of the christian religion, but who judge 
of its utility according to the merit or de- 
merit of its advocates,” 

THE PRESENT TIME. 

Every person of reflection must be con- 
vinced that mankind in general are now 
exceedingly age Confidence is be- 
trayed, trust is violated, and acts of gene- 
rosity and kindness are requited with 
baseness and ingratitude. at is most » 
to be lamented, things are still getting 
worse, with little or no prospect that they 
will become any better for the present 
And how are things ever to be amended’ 
There is but one way, and that is very 
plain and simple. {t is for every indivi- 
dual to set about the work of reformation 
in hiinself, and sincerely endeavour to do 
right in all things and at all times. 

People know what is right far beyo 
what they have a disposition to do m 
Still the standard of true virtue is g 
reduced in these days of false teaching 
and degeneracy—se that too many are not 
aware of thé degree of integrity and ex- 
tent of benevolent action necessary to 
constitute true virtue. Christianity, it is 
certain, requires us to love our w 
enemies; to do good to those that hate 
us; to seek another’s interest and happi- 
ness equal to our own; and im every thing’ 
sincerely to endeavour to dowight. Those 
who do this, are christians, and enjoy 
peace and tranquillity of mind—those who 
do not, have no just claim to the name of 
christians; they are stumbling blocks unto 
others, and cannot be truly happy white 
ever their circumstances in life may be, 


DEVOUT ROBBERS. = 


The @:oucester (Mass.) Telegraph, re- 
lates the following case of rebberycom- ~ 
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mitted in that place. On the night of the 
20th ult, the sail loft of Messrs. J. Steele 
& Sons, was entered, and six bolts of duck, 
a néw sail, twine, needles, &c. were taken 
therefrom. Suspicion falling upon the 
crew of a schooner from Belfast, which 
sailed next day for the eastward, one of 
the Messrs. Steele’s pursued the schooner. 
On overtaking her, he found the captain 
of the schooner with spectacles on very 
demurely reading the Bible! ang all on 
board protested their innocence of the 
theft. The articles stolen, however, were 
found on board the schooner, and the true 
owner took possession of them, notwith- 
standing the sanctified and innocent ap- 
pearance of the captain and his crew. 





[From the National Gazctie of July 13th.) 


Virginia, gives notice in the National In-| 
telligencer that he has tendered to Mr. 
Robert Dale Owen, Mr. George Houston, 
and Miss Frances Wright, a Theological 
Challenge, to be confined to the merits of 
Atheism, Deism, and Theism. He pro- 


Theological Challenge.—C. Shultz, of | 








from the days of the Apostles to the » ; : 
sent peridd. Price one dollar fifty cent, 


A NEW MEASURE PROPOSED, 


A resolution was adopted by the lag 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian — 
Church, ‘* That a Committee be appoint — 
ed to consider the expediency of establis ee 
ing @ missionary institution, for the in. 
struction and training of missionaries,which 
shall be under the care of the General As. 
sembly, and in connexion with the Theo. 
logical Seminary at Princeton, N. Jersey,” 


[From the New York Gospel Herald.) 

Conversing with some friends, a few 
days since, on the attempts which have 
been made, and are now making by the 
lclergy to ‘step the mail” on the first day 
of the week, one of them observed that 
it would be well to petition C to - 
| stop the salaries of the clergy on otek : 
bath.” If the mail is stopped, I cannot — 
|see why the salaries of the clergy should — 
not also be stepped. we 








poses to conduct it through the medium 
of Mr. Owen’s friend Houston’s ** Corres- 
pondent,” now published in the city of 
New York, where those who feel an in- 
terest in the discussion may peruse it as it | 
progresses. He has undertaken to show 
that the existence of a Gon, the immortality 
of the soul, and future retrigution, are ra- 
tional doctrines, without the aid of any 
**revelation” whatever. 

{In a communication, Mr. Shultz adds 
the following. } 


** About three veatbefore Mr. Robert | 


well as the west, my very fair and candid 
“Memoir: containing a Biblical challenge 


. n gave his late theological challenge }; 
r clergy, I published in the east as 


[From the Maine Baptist Heral 

STOPPING THE MA 

By the following resolution it. ip 

that another attempt is to be made! 
tain the assistance of general gov 


in support of human creeds. Let freem 
beware. 3 


The General Con ce of the Drt do 
Churches in Maine, . 
in Waldoboro’, passed the ; 


lution: 


** Resolved, That it be and hereb ‘is re. ‘ 
‘commended to each church conn 


with this Conference, to renew their 5 
‘morial to the Congress of the U. Stat 


‘at its next session, praying for the susp 
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to Bishop Hobart and every elergyman,’ 
&e. and being only a half of a philosopher 
myself, little did 1 imagine, that the learn- 
mg and talents of the clergy, were at so 
low an ebb, as to be unable to reftite even 
a single line or argument of that ‘Memoir’ 
—yet So stands the history of that event, 
even to this day.” 

“<The Power of Deception "Unveiled, 
and the Man of Sin Revealed; in an An- 


“ 


- Se 


ep, 


sion of the Mail on the Lord’s day.” 
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Ata sale of pews in the First Baptist — 
Church in Hanover street, Boston, WE” 
number of pews sold were 101, producing 
the sum of 26,960 dollarsth a3 v 
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